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Western Connecticut Military Officers Association
WCMOA is a nonprofit affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America. Our chapter was founded in 1958 and serves Fairfield County.  It is comprised of men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed services (Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Navy and Public Health Service).  This includes retired officers, active duty officers, warrant officers and reserve component officers.   New members are welcome and may call Lt Col John Simonetti at (203) 929-4085.  Please visit our website: www.wcmoa.org to download a membership application.
2010 WCMOA Officers

President                                            Lt Col John Simonetti, USAF (Ret )
VP Membership                                LT Thomas Gabrielson, USA
VP Secretary                                      CAPT William Glass, USNR (Ret)
VP Treasurer                                     C
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DR James Botten, USNR (Ret)
VP Chaplain                                      COL Serge Gabriel, USA (Ret)
VP Newsletter                                     LT Curt Noel, USA

VP Public Relations                           LT Susan Monks, USNR

VP Programs                                      LT Donald Boyle, USA (Ret)
VP CT Council Liaison                     CDR James Botten, USNR (Ret)
YAA Co-Chairmen                            LT Susan Monks, USNR
                                                              CDR James Botten,  USNR (Ret)
YAA Banquet Toasts

 
         I propose a Toast:  To the COLORS!
Response: TO THE COLORS!
                                           
         I propose a Toast: To The PRESIDENT, the  Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces!
Response: TO THE PRESIDENT!
 
          I propose a Toast: To the Chiefs of Staff, of the Army and Air Force,
To the Commandant of the Marine Corps
and To the Chief of Naval Operations! 
Response:  TO THE CHIEFS!
 
         I propose a Toast: To Guest Speaker, our Sponsors,  and our invited Guests!
Response:  HEAR, HEAR!
 
         I propose a Toast: In WATER, to those who have served and gone before us and to those currently serving our great Nation, many in harm’s way.
Response: (none, silent toast)
 
 

Executive Board Biographies
CAPT William O. Glass Jr., USNR (Ret) B.S. Journalism Northwestern University (Naval ROTC) 1976, M.S. in advertising 1981.  Commanded midshipman battalion in senior year; US Navy 1976-1981, aboard USS Caron DD-970, as an engineering dept. officer and surface warfare officer; stationed in Norfolk, VA; made deployments to the Mediterranean, Black Sea, Caribbean, North Sea, United Kingdom. Served 21 years in the US Naval Reserve and held command of 5 reserve units. VP and Gen Mgr at Conn Marketing Assn, Wilton. Current project consists of the Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes, providing financial aid to wounded veterans.
LT Thomas C. Gabrielson, USA,  B. S. Business Administration, Norwich University 1968. Active duty June 1969 to May 1970. Graduated from Armor Officer Basic Training in Ft. Knox, KY September 1969. Reassigned to 1st Armored Div., 123rd Maintenance Battalion, Ft. Hood, TX. Served in Vietnam from June 1970 to May 1971 with the 2nd of the 1st Armored Cavalry, and the 26 Combat Engineers. Received the Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Achievement in ground operations against hostile forces. Honorably discharge from active duty May 9, 1971. 1968-1999,IBM in various marketing and tech jobs. 1999 -2003,  mgt and executive positions with emerging technology companies in Fairfield County and Manhattan. 2004-2009,  Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County managing the Habitat ReStore in Stratford. Since then, I have been doing various part time jobs, and enjoying some welcomed downtime. 

 
LT Susan H. S. Monks,  USNR, B.S. United States Merchant Marine Academy 1982; USCG Third Mate License, Motor/Steam, Unlimited Tonnage; J.D. Quinnipiac University School of Law 1990; Admitted to CT Bar, U.S. District Court, U.S. Court of Military Appeals; Atlantic Richfield Oil Co., 3rd Mate; USNR Naval Control of Shipping 601, New Haven, Training Off; USN Maritime Prepositioning Ships, Diego Garcia, BIOT, OpsOff/Navigator;  USEPA, Regional Counsel; Adj Professor  of Law WestConn State University and Naugatuck Valley Community College. Magistrate, Connecticut Judical Courts.
LT Donald Boyle, USAR (Ret), B.S.Biology,Norwich University 1968, MS Biology, Hofstra University. Vietnam Veteran, Purple Heart Recipient, 1/77 Armor, 5th Mechanized Infantry Brigade.  Morgan Stanley securities broker. Bank of America, loan consultant.  Now retired.
CDR James R. Botten, USNR (Ret) As a junior in high school enlisted in the USNR as a seaman recruit.  B.S. United States Naval Academy 1953. MBA Sacred Heart University 1983; USS Bennington and USS Ticonderoga, signal officer; USS Newman K. Perry, navigator; USS Kretchmer, operations officer; USNR,  Naval Reserve Surface Division, Bridgeport, CT,  1957-1977.  Retired after 35 years as an engineer of military H-34 helicopters at Sikorsky Aircraft.
Lt Col John F. Simonetti , USAF (Ret)  Fairfield Prep (1975), BS Physics, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (1979). Officer Training School Commission (1981), Pilot Training (1982), Squadron Officer’s School (1985), Air Command and Staff College (1995), MAS Aeronautical Science Embry-Riddle (1997). T-38 Instructor Pilot, Vance AFB, OK (1983-86). F-16 Pilot/Instructor Pilot/Evaluator Pilot: Luke AFB AZ, Eielson AFB AK, Hahn AB, Germany, Spangdahlem AB Germany, Aviano AB Italy (1986-2001). Combat assignments: SaudiArabia/Iraq (Operations Desert Shield/Storm), Bosnia (Deliberate Force), Turkey (Northern Watch), Kuwait (Southern Watch).Currently a 757/767 Intl Pilot with Delta Airlines.
LT Curtis Noel,  USA, AB Harvard College 1957, commissioned 2nd Lt. at graduation after completing Army ROTC program. Completed Armor Officers Basic Course at Ft. Knox. Served 16 months in Korea as Assistant S4/S4, 2nd Recon. Sqdn., 10th Cav., 7th Inf. Div. MBA Harvard Business School 1961. Booz, Allen & Hamilton, business consultant. Director Military Museum of Southern New England. 

COL Serge Gabriel, USAR (Ret) 1948 French Baccalaureat; 1949 French Armor OCS, Saumur, France; 1950 Tank Destroyer Platoon leader, Mainz, Germany; 1953 U.S. Infantry OCS, Ft. Benning, Georgia; 1954 Staff Officer, Eight Army Ordnance Depot, ASCOM City, Korea; 1955 Joined Army Reserve for 26 years service; 1957 Began 31 years with IBM World Trade Corp. (Market and Operation Planning manager: 5 years in Tokyo (monthly RTU attendance), for Japan, Korea and South East Asia; 3 years in Paris for Europe and Saudi Arabia (monthly NAVEUR attendance at Embassy, yearly active duty training in Germany); 1960 B.S. New York University; 1990 Master of Art in Religion (M.A.R.), Yale Divinity School, delivery of Bible seminars in Canada, France and West Africa; 1998 to date: participation in the development of the 1781 Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route (W3R) from Newport RI to Yorktown VA.
Distinguished Speaker
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Roots : As a first generation American, Steve has lived the American Dream. His grandparents and father left Czechoslovakia in 1938 for the coal mines of Pennsylvania.  Steve’s father was the first one in his family to attend college and after a successful business career served as the U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic. At the height of the Great Depression, his German grandparents came to the U.S. not speaking English. His German grandfather worked hard to build his company, American Products, which was ultimately recognized by President Ronald Reagan as the U.S. Small Business of the Year in 1982. These role models stressed hard work, integrity, education and fairness. Equally important, Steve's grandmother, mother and mother-in-law, have all been public school teachers and have been a formative part of his life.
Education : Steve Obsitnik  graduated from Stamford High School in 1885. He is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy with a BS in Electrical Engineering with honors. Steve had a five year career in the U.S. Navy primarily serving as a LT on board the U.S.S. Ray (SSN653), a Sturgeon class nuclear attack submarine.  He is also a graduate of The Wharton School of Business, UPENN with an MBA. 
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Awards and Distinctions:  Steve was awarded eight medals during deployments to the Arctic Circle, Atlantic and Mediterranean.  Steve served in the Pentagon with the Bureau of Naval Personnel and Submarine Squadron Six in Charleston, SC.   Steve has served on several advisory, corporate and government boards including the U.S. Small Business Administration National Advisory Board. As an educator, he is an adjunct professor of entrepreneurship at the Jack Welch College of Business at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT

Private Sector Experience: Over the past 20 years, Steve has worked in the technology industry as a business executive in both the Silicon Valley and Connecticut. Steve brings expertise with respect to innovating  products for market and building global businesses including SRI International (formerly Stanford Research Institute) and the Sarnoff Corporation. Most recently, Steve has been the CEO of Quintel, a major provider of wireless infrastructure to mobile operators with operations in the U.S., Europe and Asia. 

Personal and Family Information: Steve lives in Westport, CT with his wife, Suzanne Tager, a management consultant, and their two children, Kira and Kaydan who attend local public schools. 
2012 Young American Award Sponsors
THANK YOU!
Major Sponsors:  

*In memory of John and Eda Grand Pre by son Paul Grand Pre

*Vince and Linda McMahon

Member Sponsors:

COL John Anderson USA                BG Theodore Herman USA         

COL Warren Axline USAF              LtCol E. Johnson USAF

MAJ James Bacik USAF                  Mrs. Julie Kline (AUX)

Mrs. Dorothy Bartlett (AUX)          CAPT Mary Kline USN

CDR James Botten USNR                LtCol Arthur Knies USAF

LT Donald Boyle USA                      CDR A. Konopka USN

LtCol William Buckley USAF         CAPT James Larkin USMC

LTC Louis Buzzeo USA                   LT Ted Lovely USAF
CAPT AnnaMarie Byrnes USN       LT Susan Monks USNR
LTC David Cole USAR                    CDR Raymond Orr USN

LT John Ross Disbennett USCG     LCDR Lloyd Plehaty USNR

LCDR Robert Dunn USN                 LT Joseph Roxe USNR

CAPT Marshall Figgatt USMC       Mrs. Naomi Sharpe (AUX)

COL Serge Gabriel USAR                LtCol John Simonetti USAF

LT Tom Gabrielson USA                  Mrs. Barbara Tyra (AUX)

CAPT William Glass USNR              LTJG George Voss USN

Mrs. Francine Gram (AUX )             LT R. Wanamaker USNR

CAPT David Young USCG

Young American Awardees
2012
Presented by:
Lt Col John Simonetti, USAF (Ret)
 and 

YAA Co-Chairmen
CDR James Botten, USNR (Ret)

LT Susan Monks, USNR

and the
COL William D. Tyra III, USMC (Ret)
Memorial Award
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COL William D. Tyra III, USMC (Ret)
COL Tyra was born in Pasadena, Texas on December 20, 1951.  Upon graduating from the University of Houston in Aug 1974, he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt.  He completed flight training at NAS Pensacola, FL and was designated a Naval Aviator on Aug 27, 1976.
COL Tyra served 26 years in the United States Marine Corps retiring in 1999.  His personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal and Navy Commendation Medal.

A former member of the WCMOA executive board and Young American Award Chairman, COL Tyra died on January 29 of this year.  He was married to the former Barbara Ann Provenzano and father to two daughters, Katie and Ashley.
In his memory, this award is presented to the Young American Awardee who best exemplifies COL Tyra’s spirit of dedication and leadership.
Brien McMahon High School, Norwalk
Navy JROTC

Liaison:  LtCol David Cole USAR
Elliot Folston

Elliot’s commitment to serving others is clear when one sees his accomplishments.  He has received numerous awards from the Norwalk JROTC and other organizations, including an award from the mayor of Norwalk for saving the life of a choking student.  He has been a part of the Navy JROTC throughout high school and has held positions such as Cadet Commanding Officer and Drill Team Commander.  He proves his devotion to his community through his garnering of over 100 hours of service.


His work with the Connecticut Boys State as Attorney General further displays his leadership capabilities and his dedication to his country.  He supports the Norwalk American Legion and has participated in the Norwalk Veteran’s Day ceremony and Memorial Day parades.


Following after his grandfather, two uncles, and sister, he will join the US Marine Corps in the intelligence field with hopes to earn a commission through the enlisted commissioning program.

Danbury High School
Liaison:  LT Susan Monks USNR
Kevin Murphy


Kevin’s interest in the military has been evident throughout his high school career.  His participation in the Air Force JROTC, marching band, and Winter Guard has shaped his career path.  At 17, he received his CNA, which provides certification as a nursing assistant, and his EMT-B so that he could participate in his community emergency care.  Additionally, he works as a Boy Scout troop instructor, a member since kindergarten, and as a member of the Civil Air Patrol as a Second Lieutenant Guard Commander.  His work in these organizations includes teaching children about the US flag and the meaning of patriotism.


He will attend the University of Arizona to study nursing and enroll in the ROTC program in order to obtain a commission as a Navy medical corps officer.  He follows in the example of a USMC grandfather, uncle in the Air Force, and cousin in the Army.

Darien High School
Liaison:  LCDR Llyod Plehaty USNR

Alexander Rodriguez

Alexander maintains a balance of schoolwork and outside activities, achieving a 3.65 GPA and participating in his school’s varsity swim and dive team.  Alexander cites speeches given by veterans and service men and women on Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day as inspiration to join his school’s Support Our Soldiers Club to help spread the idea of patriotism and service to his school.  He has since become president and participated in the many ceremonies the group hosts to honor United States heroes.

In addition to the service at his school, he also helped coordinate Darien’s Memorial Day parade and met with veterans at the Veterans of Foreign Wars organization.  Outside of school he has volunteered at the Darien chapter of the American Red Cross, where he served as a registrar and assistant.  He will attend Georgia Institute of Technology with interest in pursuing business administration and financial mathematics.

Fairfield College Preparatory School
Liaison:  LtCol John Simonetti

Jay M. Power


Jay has worked hard at Fairfield Prep, and his resume dictates his dedication to serving his school and outer community.  He is a Magna Cum Laude scholar with a 3.8 GPA, member of the National Honor Society, and Southern Connecticut Scholar-Athlete.  He also competed on his school’s baseball team and was captain of the swim team.  Using his talent to benefit others, Jay was chairman of Fairfield Prep’s Relay Teams for St. Vincent’s Swim Across the Sound, raising money for the hospital.  His work at the Jewish Home for the Elderly of Fairfield additionally indicates his commitment to helping and serving others, especially those who cannot help themselves.


Jay has military roots with grandfathers in both the National Guard and the Air Force, as well as an aunt in the Coast Guard.  He will follow his aunt and attend the United States Coast Guard Academy, where he intends to pursue a career as a Coast Guard helicopter pilot.

Fairfield Ludlowe High School
Liaison:  Lt Tom Gabrielson, USA
Olivia D. Morrison


As valedictorian of her high school, Olivia shows great academic leadership and agility in balancing her schoolwork and extracurricular activities.  A National Merit scholar, Connecticut Governor’s Scholar Semifinalist, and winner of several other awards, Olivia holds a plethora of titles to her name.  Aside from academic achievements, Olivia participated in Mock Trial throughout her high school career and was a member of the National Honor Societies as well as several other Honor Societies.


Within her community, Olivia works with KEYS (Kids Empowered by Your Support) as a volunteer violin and piano teacher.  She also participates in Girl Scouts, is a Theater Camp Counselor, and took part in her Keystone Club.


She will attend Dartmouth College with interest in government and law.

Fairfield Warde High School
Liaison:  Lt Tom Gabrielson, USA

Ervis A. Vukaj


Ervis has made great strides in not only becoming fluent in English since moving to America six years ago, but also excelling as an AP student and maintaining a 3.9 GPA.  His political interest is obvious when observing his membership in the Junior Statesman of America, of which he is president, and his volunteer work in the US House of Representatives, Coordinating Volunteer of the Connecticut GOP, among other organizations.  The Junior Statesman of America club is the only student-run politically oriented club at Warde, enabling Ervis to participate more fully in his political aspirations.  His political endeavors are supplemented by his other activities, including co-founding of Warde’s debate club, and membership on the math team.


His work with the American Legion, the House of Representatives, and his other endeavors have led him to receive several awards including the Presidential Award for Community Service, the Connecticut Board of Education Student Leadership Award, among others.  He aims to continue his service to others at the University of Rochester, where he plans to major in Financial and Political Economics and receive a certificate in Legal Studies.

Notre Dame Catholic HighSchool, Fairfield

Liaison:  CAPT Mary Kline USN

Nnamdi C. Gogoh


Nnamdi says about himself, “I may be a product of the melting pot theory, but I believe I am a living example of what it means to be an American in many ways.”  His perseverance in his academic career as well as his involvement within Notre Dame are evident in his resume, with many extracurriculars and a 3.6 GPA.  He volunteers regularly at the Cardinal Shehan Center as a coach and referee, and at the Merton House, along with his service work through Notre Dame.  While balancing school and community service, he also was co-captain of his basketball team as well as an employee at Payless Shoesource.


His efforts to show others his patriotism while at home and abroad demonstrate his leadership abilities.  He plans to attend Western New England University and major in Industrial Engineering.

Greenwich High School
Liaison:  COL Serge Gabriel, USAR
Elizabeth Robben


Elizabeth’s leadership shines in her extracurricular activities, particularly in her sports teams.  As a member of the girls’ field hockey and lacrosse teams all four years, three of which at varsity level, she demonstrates commitment to her interests.  She uses her talent to benefit the community by teaching children how to play the sports as well.  In school, she maintained honor roll and is a peer tutor for the national Stand By Me program.


Along with coaching youth lacrosse and field hockey teams, she gives back by participating in the Junior Breast Cancer Alliance, United Junior Way, and works at soup kitchens among other service projects.


Coming from a military-geared family, Elizabeth will join her grandfathers, father, and brother through a four-year ROTC scholarship at Providence College.

Masuk High School, Monroe
Liaison:  CAPT Dori Freer, USN

Paul Young

Paul has excelled in his high school career, maintaining a 4.2 GPA and tenth in class rank.  His involvement in National Honor Societies and maintaining high honors throughout high school further demonstrates his academic success.  Additionally, Paul played in the concert band, jazz ensemble, and other musical groups at Masuk.  His work outside of school is equally impressive; he takes part in several military-related organizations such as the Civil Air Patrol, and is a CTTeen Leader at Huntington Chapel and Beacon Hill Evangelical Free Church in Shelton and Monroe respectively.  He said of his work with the Civil Air Patrol, “ [It] has taught me the basic fundamentals of leadership, teamwork, responsibility, and honor to your squadron, your family, and your nation.”


His military background greatly influenced his choice to serve himself, as both his grandfathers served in WWII: one in the army and the other in the navy.  His father also served as a naval officer in Vietnam.  He says their example has, “given me the motivation to pursue excellence in everything I do in my life.”  He plans to continue his education at the University of Connecticut and join the Air Force ROTC Program, with ambitions to study Science and Engineering to eventually become a pilot in the Air Force.

Newtown High School

Liaison:  LT Ted Lovely USAF

Matthew R. Carroll


Matthew’s dreams to become a member of the military began at an early age, leading him to enlist in the Marine Corps.  As a student at Newtown High School, Matthew joined the wrestling team and the chess team, improving his physical and mental fitness.  He was involved in the school’s culinary work as a worker at Newtown High’s snack shack during sports games as well as catering sports banquets and parties.


Matthew is the first in his family to become a Marine, but he is the not the first member of the military.  His grandfather served in the army during WWII, his uncles served in the National Guard, and his cousin is currently enlisted in the navy.  His motivation to become part of the military guided his decision to enter the wrestling team and keep his grades up throughout high school to ensure that he could enlist.  He leaves for basic training on August 20th to finally pursue his ambitions.

Norwalk High School Air Force JROTC
Liaison:  CDR James Botten, USNR

Justin T. Poruban

Justin shows a successful balance of academics and extracurriculars with his well-rounded resume.  With a GPA of .367 and one of the top 25 in his graduating class, he managed to balance his grades with his many other activities.  He was a member of the Golf Team and Indoor Track team as a Shot Put competitor.  Additionally he took part in the Air Force JROTC Drill Team, the Spring Musical, and the National Honor Society.  He has won several awards for his endeavors, including Connecticut Association of Schools Scholar Leader Award and NHS Air Force JROTC Outstanding Cadet Award.


Within the JROTC he acted as Corps Vice Commander for his sophomore and junior year, with a promotion to Corps Commander this year.  Along with these commitments he has participated in several events and organizations to benefit his military life in his community, including the Adopt-a-Platoon Donations Drive and City of Norwalk Veterans Day Service.


He will follow his father’s lead and hopes to join the Connecticut Air National Guard after attending the University of Connecticut, majoring in Theatrical Lighting and Design.

Ridgefield High School
Liaison:  Lt Donald Boyle, USA

Kevin Ford


Kevin’s grandfather, a Navy veteran of the Korean War, instilled much of his patriotism in his grandson.  His love for his country shows in his desire to succeed and represent himself as a true American.  His extensive resume boasts many extracurricular and service activities, as well as displaying his academic success with a GPA of 3.95.  He has won several awards for his achievements, including excellence in AP US History, AP Scholar with Honor, and National Merit Scholar.


Along with his scholarship, Kevin was captain of his cross-country team and president of the Model United Nations Club for his senior year.  One of his more notable achievements is his founding of the charity Hiking for Humanity, which raises money to build libraries in developing nations.  The Appalachia Service Project, building homes in impoverished areas of Appalachia, offers him another outlet to act as a peer leader.  Kevin will attend Northwestern University with interest in History and International Studies.

Shelton High School
Liaison:  LtCol John Simonetti, USAF

Michael T. Rak


Michael has shown proficiency in both his academic and extracurricular endeavors.  He has maintained a 92 average while at Shelton High School while playing lacrosse and attending classes at the Bridgeport Regional Aquaculture School, which focuses on marine life in Long Island Sound.  Additionally, he took part in the FIRST Robotics team as a member of the animation team, which qualified in a national competition.


Outside of school, Michael was a Boy Scout and Venture Scout, and a member of the Civil Air Patrol in the Stratford Eagles squadron.  Michael will attend boot camp in the USMC and hopes to attend college classes while serving as a Marine.  He says, “By serving my country as a Marine, I am provided the experience and gift of giving back.  I hope to continue the life and preservation of these values to ensure future generations take pride in the United States the way I do.”

St. Joseph High School, Trumbull
Liaison:  LT Susan Monks, USNR

Matthew Gaynor


Matthew’s desire to inform others about voting and getting involved in the democratic process has urged him to take action in his community.  He has participated in the Student Council, SJ Today, the school news network, and has worked as baseball team manager.  Within St. Joe’s, he brought the registrar of voters to the school to sign up 102 students to vote as well as organizing a trip to the State Capitol so students could interact with legislators.  Additionally, Matthew is the chairman of the Young Republicans of Milford and the Youth Coordinator, Opposition Researcher, and community outreach for the “Bob Joy for Mayor” campaign.  Along with these efforts, he was elected a member of the Milford Republican Town Committee and a delegate to the Republican State Convention.


Both of Matthew’s grandfathers served in the Navy, and his cousin serves in the army.  Matthew will continue the family tradition of serving others by educating others on voting and government when he attends Central Connecticut State University in the Fall.

Stamford High School
Lt Donald Boyle, USA

Javier E. Ruano


Javier’s passion for science has fueled his interest to succeed and get involved in his school and community.  Finding his niche in science classes encouraged him to become a part of other extracurricular activities and broaden his horizons.  In his resume, he quotes Johann Gottfried Von Herder, who states, “Without inspiration the best powers of the mind remain dormant.  There is a fuel in us which needs to be ignited with sparks.” Javier feels this defines his journey from unsure high school freshman to his current state as an avid participant in his community.


His membership in BuildOn, Javier works on community service projects in soup kitchens, food drives, and other fundraisers.  Along with helping others, he plays tennis on the Staples varsity tennis team.  He will be the first in his family to attend college, enrolling in the University of Connecticut in the Fall, pursuing a major in Molecular and Cell Biology.

Staples High School, Westport
Liaison: CPT Al Belcher, USA

Peter H. Bonenfant


Active in his school’s sports and musical programs, Peter balances many activities while maintaining his grades.  On the field, Peter was captain of his football team, while he also participated in his school symphonic orchestra as senior co-principal bassist.  For his efforts, he received the Col. John J. Bulger Scholarship Award from the Grid Iron Club.


His seven-year commitment to St. Luke’s Church Youth Group shows his desire to serve his community, along with the three mission trips and many other service projects he took part in with his peers.  His membership in clubs such as Safe Rides, dedicated to ensuring safety on the road, and in Sons of the American Legion are just some of the points on his resume.


Peter’s family holds several military ties, as his father served in the Coast Guard and his uncles in the Marines including during Vietnam.  He will attend Catholic University on a three-year ROTC Scholarship.

Stratford High School
Liaison:  LT Susan Monks, USNR

Timothy Goetz


Timothy,born at Camp Lejeune Naval Hospital,  has lived with the military as part of his life since birth.  Citing eight family members in various branches of the armed forces, Timothy has grown up with a strong patriotism and devotion to serving others.  Tim is the first Stratford High School student to receive the Young American Award.

At Stratford High School, Timothy played the trumpet, participated in the Boy Scouts, and in his church youth group.  He is working toward achieving the status of Eagle Scout and is a Senior Patrol leader of Troop 71.


Timothy made his oath of enlistment  in the Marine Corps (DEP) for active duty on October 5, 2012.  He will ship out to Paris Island, SC on September 4th for basic training.
Trinity Catholic High School

Liaison:  CAPT Drew Bisset, USN

Sean Nulty


Sean has kept a busy agenda in his community while achieving academic excellence, ranking fourth in his class.  A National Honor Society member and recipient of the Regis College Award for Leadership, Sean participates in the Boy Scouts of America, the Eagle Scouts, and the Venture Crew among other organizations.  His work in his community also made an impact, such as with his help with St. Luke’s LifeWorks efforts benefitting the Stamford Historical Society.  Additionally, Sean served as Assistant Librarian of the National Honor Society, Senior Patrol Leader of his Boy Scout Troop 9, and Vice President of Crew.  As leader of troop he led several service projects include donating soccer balls and supplies to soldiers in Afghanistan, 


Sean’s grandfathers, two uncles, and a cousin all belong in the military, fueling his interest in government and politics.  He plans to attend George Washington University and major in economics, with a minor in history.

Trumbull High School
Liaison:  CDR James Botten, USNR

Meredith M. Ramsey


Meredith boasts an impressive resume of service and dedication to her community.  At Trumbull High School, she maintained a 4.3 GPA and participated in the National Honor Society and Student Council.  Her passion for history and the study of the United States Constitution developed further during her work with the We the People program, which hosts competitions on students’ knowledge of the Constitution.  Her group won best in the Northeast for their endeavors.  Her love of history also led her to volunteer at the Trumbull Historical Society and take part in the exhibits, such as one honoring Civil War soldiers from Trumbull and the greater Connecticut area.


Meredith is a gifted violinist and has won awards for her talent in her sophomore and junior years of high school.  Aside from teaching and playing the violin, she is the leader of her school’s Interact Club, which strives to perform community service, and has benefitted such causes as the Yale Pediatric Intensive Care Unit.  Her devotion to serving others is clear in her actions and desire to serve her country.  She follows her father and grandfather, who served in the air force and infantry respectively.  She plans to attend the University of Connecticut and pursue a career in either teaching or law.
Westhill High School, Stamford
Army JROTC
Liaison:  COL Todd Knoebel

Christina Sanon
                From the time that we enter kindergarten to the time we graduate from high school, there is one question that people never fail to ask: “What do you want to be when you grow up?” For as long as Christina can remember, her answer to this question has always been the same; “When I grow up, I want to be a Civil Engineer.” 

                 As a result, she has always worked hard to achieve her  goals. In school, she ranks 17 out of 519, placing her in the top 5% of my graduating class. She is a member of both the National Honor Society as well as the French Language National Honor Society. She was the recipient of the JROTC Superior Cadet medal her  freshman year of high school. As a Senior, she served as a JROTC unit Battalion Commander and JLAB captain. Outside of JROTC, she was a math tutor for her school's success program. She is  a proud member of the JSA organization (Junior State of America) and a junior volunteer at the Stamford Hospital and Tully Health Center. In the fall, she will be attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute as a Civil Engineering major.
Westhill High School, Stamford

Liaison: COL Todd Knoebel
Skyler B. Ross

Class valedictorian, volunteer, and thespian are a few titles to describe Skyler Ross.  His impressive academic and extracurricular record show his dedication to his studies as well as his community.  Editor-in-chief of his school paper The Westword, captain of the debate team, member of the National Honor Society, Drama Club, and Spanish National Honor Society to name a few, Skyler keeps busy with his commitments.  He has won several awards for his efforts, such as the 2011 Connecticut Newspaper Association’s High School Journalism Award for Best Editorial.


Through Westhill, Skyler belongs to Interact, the school’s community service club.  Outside of school, he volunteers at the Friendship Circle, an organization devoted to befriending children with special needs as well.


Both of his grandfathers were a part of the army during the Korean War, and he will follow their patriotism as a student at Georgetown University as a Government major.

Wilton High School

Liaison: CAPT William Glass, USNR

Jeffrey D. Tamuchi


JD’s dedication to excellence shows in his resume, boasting academic strength and extracurriculars.  He maintained a 3.75 GPA while competing on the Varsity Cross-Country, Indoor, and Outdoor Track teams and participating in six theater productions.  His early interest and involvement in the Wilton choir led him to stage manager He has received membership into the National Honor Society and Wilton’s The Ultimate Warrior Award for his efforts.


As president of the Our Lady of Fatima Youth Group and member for seven years, he has led and taken part in numerous volunteer efforts, including two mission trips and Mackenzie TREC run.


JD cites his cousin, a Warrant Officer in the Special Forces ODA as inspiration to join the military, and he will pursue this aspiration at the University of Connecticut as a participant of the Air Force ROTC to hopefully become a Combat Rescue Officer.

	

	Liaison:  CAPT Bill Glass, USN
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June 5, 2012

Stamford, Connecticut



Western Connecticut Military Officers Association

WCMOA is a nonprofit affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America. Our chapter was founded in 1958 and serves Fairfield County.  It is comprised of men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed services (Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Navy and Public Health Service).  This includes retired officers, active duty officers, warrant officers and reserve component officers.   New members are welcome and may call Lt Col John Simonetti at (203) 929-4085.  Please visit our website: www.wcmoa.org to download a membership application.

2010 WCMOA Officers

President                                            Lt Col John Simonetti, USAF (Ret )

VP Membership                                LT Thomas Gabrielson, USA

VP Secretary                                      CAPT William Glass, USNR (Ret)

VP Treasurer                                     CDR James Botten, USNR (Ret)

VP Chaplain                                      COL Serge Gabriel, USA (Ret)

VP Newsletter                                     LT Curt Noel, USA

VP Public Relations                           LT Susan Monks, USNR

VP Programs                                      LT Donald Boyle, USA (Ret)

VP CT Council Liaison                     CDR James Botten, USNR (Ret)

YAA Co-Chairmen                            LT Susan Monks, USNR

                                                              CDR James Botten,  USNR (Ret)

YAA Banquet Toasts

 

         I propose a Toast:  To the COLORS!

Response: TO THE COLORS!

                                           

         I propose a Toast: To The PRESIDENT, the  Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces!

Response: TO THE PRESIDENT!

 

          I propose a Toast: To the Chiefs of Staff, of the Army and Air Force,

To the Commandant of the Marine Corps

and To the Chief of Naval Operations! 

Response:  TO THE CHIEFS!

 

         I propose a Toast: To Guest Speaker, our Sponsors,  and our invited Guests!

Response:  HEAR, HEAR!

 

         I propose a Toast: In WATER, to those who have served and gone before us and to those currently serving our great Nation, many in harm’s way.

Response: (none, silent toast)

 

 

Executive Board Biographies

CAPT William O. Glass Jr., USNR (Ret) B.S. Journalism Northwestern University (Naval ROTC) 1976, M.S. in advertising 1981.  Commanded midshipman battalion in senior year; US Navy 1976-1981, aboard USS Caron DD-970, as an engineering dept. officer and surface warfare officer; stationed in Norfolk, VA; made deployments to the Mediterranean, Black Sea, Caribbean, North Sea, United Kingdom. Served 21 years in the US Naval Reserve and held command of 5 reserve units. VP and Gen Mgr at Conn Marketing Assn, Wilton. Current project consists of the Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes, providing financial aid to wounded veterans.

LT Thomas C. Gabrielson, USA,  B. S. Business Administration, Norwich University 1968. Active duty June 1969 to May 1970. Graduated from Armor Officer Basic Training in Ft. Knox, KY September 1969. Reassigned to 1st Armored Div., 123rd Maintenance Battalion, Ft. Hood, TX. Served in Vietnam from June 1970 to May 1971 with the 2nd of the 1st Armored Cavalry, and the 26 Combat Engineers. Received the Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Achievement in ground operations against hostile forces. Honorably discharge from active duty May 9, 1971. 1968-1999,IBM in various marketing and tech jobs. 1999 -2003,  mgt and executive positions with emerging technology companies in Fairfield County and Manhattan. 2004-2009,  Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield County managing the Habitat ReStore in Stratford. Since then, I have been doing various part time jobs, and enjoying some welcomed downtime. 

 

LT Susan H. S. Monks,  USNR, B.S. United States Merchant Marine Academy 1982; USCG Third Mate License, Motor/Steam, Unlimited Tonnage; J.D. Quinnipiac University School of Law 1990; Admitted to CT Bar, U.S. District Court, U.S. Court of Military Appeals; Atlantic Richfield Oil Co., 3rd Mate; USNR Naval Control of Shipping 601, New Haven, Training Off; USN Maritime Prepositioning Ships, Diego Garcia, BIOT, OpsOff/Navigator;  USEPA, Regional Counsel; Adj Professor  of Law WestConn State University and Naugatuck Valley Community College. Magistrate, Connecticut Judical Courts.



LT Donald Boyle, USAR (Ret), B.S.Biology,Norwich University 1968, MS Biology, Hofstra University. Vietnam Veteran, Purple Heart Recipient, 1/77 Armor, 5th Mechanized Infantry Brigade.  Morgan Stanley securities broker. Bank of America, loan consultant.  Now retired.

CDR James R. Botten, USNR (Ret) As a junior in high school enlisted in the USNR as a seaman recruit.  B.S. United States Naval Academy 1953. MBA Sacred Heart University 1983; USS Bennington and USS Ticonderoga, signal officer; USS Newman K. Perry, navigator; USS Kretchmer, operations officer; USNR,  Naval Reserve Surface Division, Bridgeport, CT,  1957-1977.  Retired after 35 years as an engineer of military H-34 helicopters at Sikorsky Aircraft.

Lt Col John F. Simonetti , USAF (Ret)  Fairfield Prep (1975), BS Physics, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (1979). Officer Training School Commission (1981), Pilot Training (1982), Squadron Officer’s School (1985), Air Command and Staff College (1995), MAS Aeronautical Science Embry-Riddle (1997). T-38 Instructor Pilot, Vance AFB, OK (1983-86). F-16 Pilot/Instructor Pilot/Evaluator Pilot: Luke AFB AZ, Eielson AFB AK, Hahn AB, Germany, Spangdahlem AB Germany, Aviano AB Italy (1986-2001). Combat assignments: SaudiArabia/Iraq (Operations Desert Shield/Storm), Bosnia (Deliberate Force), Turkey (Northern Watch), Kuwait (Southern Watch).Currently a 757/767 Intl Pilot with Delta Airlines.

LT Curtis Noel,  USA, AB Harvard College 1957, commissioned 2nd Lt. at graduation after completing Army ROTC program. Completed Armor Officers Basic Course at Ft. Knox. Served 16 months in Korea as Assistant S4/S4, 2nd Recon. Sqdn., 10th Cav., 7th Inf. Div. MBA Harvard Business School 1961. Booz, Allen & Hamilton, business consultant. Director Military Museum of Southern New England. 



COL Serge Gabriel, USAR (Ret) 1948 French Baccalaureat; 1949 French Armor OCS, Saumur, France; 1950 Tank Destroyer Platoon leader, Mainz, Germany; 1953 U.S. Infantry OCS, Ft. Benning, Georgia; 1954 Staff Officer, Eight Army Ordnance Depot, ASCOM City, Korea; 1955 Joined Army Reserve for 26 years service; 1957 Began 31 years with IBM World Trade Corp. (Market and Operation Planning manager: 5 years in Tokyo (monthly RTU attendance), for Japan, Korea and South East Asia; 3 years in Paris for Europe and Saudi Arabia (monthly NAVEUR attendance at Embassy, yearly active duty training in Germany); 1960 B.S. New York University; 1990 Master of Art in Religion (M.A.R.), Yale Divinity School, delivery of Bible seminars in Canada, France and West Africa; 1998 to date: participation in the development of the 1781 Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route (W3R) from Newport RI to Yorktown VA.



Distinguished Speaker
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Roots : As a first generation American, Steve has lived the American Dream. His grandparents and father left Czechoslovakia in 1938 for the coal mines of Pennsylvania.  Steve’s father was the first one in his family to attend college and after a successful business career served as the U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic. At the height of the Great Depression, his German grandparents came to the U.S. not speaking English. His German grandfather worked hard to build his company, American Products, which was ultimately recognized by President Ronald Reagan as the U.S. Small Business of the Year in 1982. These role models stressed hard work, integrity, education and fairness. Equally important, Steve's grandmother, mother and mother-in-law, have all been public school teachers and have been a formative part of his life.

Education : Steve Obsitnik  graduated from Stamford High School in 1885. He is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy with a BS in Electrical Engineering with honors. Steve had a five year career in the U.S. Navy primarily serving as a LT on board the U.S.S. Ray (SSN653), a Sturgeon class nuclear attack submarine.  He is also a graduate of The Wharton School of Business, UPENN with an MBA. 
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Awards and Distinctions:  Steve was awarded eight medals during deployments to the Arctic Circle, Atlantic and Mediterranean.  Steve served in the Pentagon with the Bureau of Naval Personnel and Submarine Squadron Six in Charleston, SC.   Steve has served on several advisory, corporate and government boards including the U.S. Small Business Administration National Advisory Board. As an educator, he is an adjunct professor of entrepreneurship at the Jack Welch College of Business at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT

Private Sector Experience: Over the past 20 years, Steve has worked in the technology industry as a business executive in both the Silicon Valley and Connecticut. Steve brings expertise with respect to innovating  products for market and building global businesses including SRI International (formerly Stanford Research Institute) and the Sarnoff Corporation. Most recently, Steve has been the CEO of Quintel, a major provider of wireless infrastructure to mobile operators with operations in the U.S., Europe and Asia. 

Personal and Family Information: Steve lives in Westport, CT with his wife, Suzanne Tager, a management consultant, and their two children, Kira and Kaydan who attend local public schools. 

2012 Young American Award Sponsors

THANK YOU!

Major Sponsors:  

*In memory of John and Eda Grand Pre by son Paul Grand Pre

*Vince and Linda McMahon

Member Sponsors:

COL John Anderson USA                BG Theodore Herman USA         

COL Warren Axline USAF              LtCol E. Johnson USAF

MAJ James Bacik USAF                  Mrs. Julie Kline (AUX)

Mrs. Dorothy Bartlett (AUX)          CAPT Mary Kline USN

CDR James Botten USNR                LtCol Arthur Knies USAF

LT Donald Boyle USA                      CDR A. Konopka USN

LtCol William Buckley USAF         CAPT James Larkin USMC

LTC Louis Buzzeo USA                   LT Ted Lovely USAF
CAPT AnnaMarie Byrnes USN       LT Susan Monks USNR
LTC David Cole USAR                    CDR Raymond Orr USN

LT John Ross Disbennett USCG     LCDR Lloyd Plehaty USNR

LCDR Robert Dunn USN                 LT Joseph Roxe USNR

CAPT Marshall Figgatt USMC       Mrs. Naomi Sharpe (AUX)

COL Serge Gabriel USAR                LtCol John Simonetti USAF

LT Tom Gabrielson USA                  Mrs. Barbara Tyra (AUX)

CAPT William Glass USNR              LTJG George Voss USN

Mrs. Francine Gram (AUX )             LT R. Wanamaker USNR

CAPT David Young USCG







Young American Awardees

2012



Presented by:



Lt Col John Simonetti, USAF (Ret)

 and 

YAA Co-Chairmen

CDR James Botten, USNR (Ret)

LT Susan Monks, USNR



and the



COL William D. Tyra III, USMC (Ret)

Memorial Award
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COL William D. Tyra III, USMC (Ret)

COL Tyra was born in Pasadena, Texas on December 20, 1951.  Upon graduating from the University of Houston in Aug 1974, he was commissioned as a 2nd Lt.  He completed flight training at NAS Pensacola, FL and was designated a Naval Aviator on Aug 27, 1976.

COL Tyra served 26 years in the United States Marine Corps retiring in 1999.  His personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal and Navy Commendation Medal.

A former member of the WCMOA executive board and Young American Award Chairman, COL Tyra died on January 29 of this year.  He was married to the former Barbara Ann Provenzano and father to two daughters, Katie and Ashley.

In his memory, this award is presented to the Young American Awardee who best exemplifies COL Tyra’s spirit of dedication and leadership.





Brien McMahon High School, Norwalk

Navy JROTC

Liaison:  LtCol David Cole USAR

[bookmark: _Hlk326145248]Elliot Folston



	Elliot’s commitment to serving others is clear when one sees his accomplishments.  He has received numerous awards from the Norwalk JROTC and other organizations, including an award from the mayor of Norwalk for saving the life of a choking student.  He has been a part of the Navy JROTC throughout high school and has held positions such as Cadet Commanding Officer and Drill Team Commander.  He proves his devotion to his community through his garnering of over 100 hours of service.

	His work with the Connecticut Boys State as Attorney General further displays his leadership capabilities and his dedication to his country.  He supports the Norwalk American Legion and has participated in the Norwalk Veteran’s Day ceremony and Memorial Day parades.

	Following after his grandfather, two uncles, and sister, he will join the US Marine Corps in the intelligence field with hopes to earn a commission through the enlisted commissioning program.



Danbury High School

Liaison:  LT Susan Monks USNR

Kevin Murphy



	Kevin’s interest in the military has been evident throughout his high school career.  His participation in the Air Force JROTC, marching band, and Winter Guard has shaped his career path.  At 17, he received his CNA, which provides certification as a nursing assistant, and his EMT-B so that he could participate in his community emergency care.  Additionally, he works as a Boy Scout troop instructor, a member since kindergarten, and as a member of the Civil Air Patrol as a Second Lieutenant Guard Commander.  His work in these organizations includes teaching children about the US flag and the meaning of patriotism.

	He will attend the University of Arizona to study nursing and enroll in the ROTC program in order to obtain a commission as a Navy medical corps officer.  He follows in the example of a USMC grandfather, uncle in the Air Force, and cousin in the Army.







Darien High School

Liaison:  LCDR Llyod Plehaty USNR

Alexander Rodriguez



	Alexander maintains a balance of schoolwork and outside activities, achieving a 3.65 GPA and participating in his school’s varsity swim and dive team.  Alexander cites speeches given by veterans and service men and women on Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day as inspiration to join his school’s Support Our Soldiers Club to help spread the idea of patriotism and service to his school.  He has since become president and participated in the many ceremonies the group hosts to honor United States heroes.

In addition to the service at his school, he also helped coordinate Darien’s Memorial Day parade and met with veterans at the Veterans of Foreign Wars organization.  Outside of school he has volunteered at the Darien chapter of the American Red Cross, where he served as a registrar and assistant.  He will attend Georgia Institute of Technology with interest in pursuing business administration and financial mathematics.







Fairfield College Preparatory School

Liaison:  LtCol John Simonetti

Jay M. Power



	Jay has worked hard at Fairfield Prep, and his resume dictates his dedication to serving his school and outer community.  He is a Magna Cum Laude scholar with a 3.8 GPA, member of the National Honor Society, and Southern Connecticut Scholar-Athlete.  He also competed on his school’s baseball team and was captain of the swim team.  Using his talent to benefit others, Jay was chairman of Fairfield Prep’s Relay Teams for St. Vincent’s Swim Across the Sound, raising money for the hospital.  His work at the Jewish Home for the Elderly of Fairfield additionally indicates his commitment to helping and serving others, especially those who cannot help themselves.

	Jay has military roots with grandfathers in both the National Guard and the Air Force, as well as an aunt in the Coast Guard.  He will follow his aunt and attend the United States Coast Guard Academy, where he intends to pursue a career as a Coast Guard helicopter pilot.



Fairfield Ludlowe High School

Liaison:  Lt Tom Gabrielson, USA

Olivia D. Morrison



	As valedictorian of her high school, Olivia shows great academic leadership and agility in balancing her schoolwork and extracurricular activities.  A National Merit scholar, Connecticut Governor’s Scholar Semifinalist, and winner of several other awards, Olivia holds a plethora of titles to her name.  Aside from academic achievements, Olivia participated in Mock Trial throughout her high school career and was a member of the National Honor Societies as well as several other Honor Societies.

	Within her community, Olivia works with KEYS (Kids Empowered by Your Support) as a volunteer violin and piano teacher.  She also participates in Girl Scouts, is a Theater Camp Counselor, and took part in her Keystone Club.

	She will attend Dartmouth College with interest in government and law.







Fairfield Warde High School

Liaison:  Lt Tom Gabrielson, USA

Ervis A. Vukaj



	Ervis has made great strides in not only becoming fluent in English since moving to America six years ago, but also excelling as an AP student and maintaining a 3.9 GPA.  His political interest is obvious when observing his membership in the Junior Statesman of America, of which he is president, and his volunteer work in the US House of Representatives, Coordinating Volunteer of the Connecticut GOP, among other organizations.  The Junior Statesman of America club is the only student-run politically oriented club at Warde, enabling Ervis to participate more fully in his political aspirations.  His political endeavors are supplemented by his other activities, including co-founding of Warde’s debate club, and membership on the math team.

	His work with the American Legion, the House of Representatives, and his other endeavors have led him to receive several awards including the Presidential Award for Community Service, the Connecticut Board of Education Student Leadership Award, among others.  He aims to continue his service to others at the University of Rochester, where he plans to major in Financial and Political Economics and receive a certificate in Legal Studies.

Notre Dame Catholic HighSchool, Fairfield

Liaison:  CAPT Mary Kline USN

Nnamdi C. Gogoh



	Nnamdi says about himself, “I may be a product of the melting pot theory, but I believe I am a living example of what it means to be an American in many ways.”  His perseverance in his academic career as well as his involvement within Notre Dame are evident in his resume, with many extracurriculars and a 3.6 GPA.  He volunteers regularly at the Cardinal Shehan Center as a coach and referee, and at the Merton House, along with his service work through Notre Dame.  While balancing school and community service, he also was co-captain of his basketball team as well as an employee at Payless Shoesource.

	His efforts to show others his patriotism while at home and abroad demonstrate his leadership abilities.  He plans to attend Western New England University and major in Industrial Engineering.







Greenwich High School

Liaison:  COL Serge Gabriel, USAR

Elizabeth Robben



	Elizabeth’s leadership shines in her extracurricular activities, particularly in her sports teams.  As a member of the girls’ field hockey and lacrosse teams all four years, three of which at varsity level, she demonstrates commitment to her interests.  She uses her talent to benefit the community by teaching children how to play the sports as well.  In school, she maintained honor roll and is a peer tutor for the national Stand By Me program.

	Along with coaching youth lacrosse and field hockey teams, she gives back by participating in the Junior Breast Cancer Alliance, United Junior Way, and works at soup kitchens among other service projects.

	Coming from a military-geared family, Elizabeth will join her grandfathers, father, and brother through a four-year ROTC scholarship at Providence College.







Masuk High School, Monroe

Liaison:  CAPT Dori Freer, USN

Paul Young

	Paul has excelled in his high school career, maintaining a 4.2 GPA and tenth in class rank.  His involvement in National Honor Societies and maintaining high honors throughout high school further demonstrates his academic success.  Additionally, Paul played in the concert band, jazz ensemble, and other musical groups at Masuk.  His work outside of school is equally impressive; he takes part in several military-related organizations such as the Civil Air Patrol, and is a CTTeen Leader at Huntington Chapel and Beacon Hill Evangelical Free Church in Shelton and Monroe respectively.  He said of his work with the Civil Air Patrol, “ [It] has taught me the basic fundamentals of leadership, teamwork, responsibility, and honor to your squadron, your family, and your nation.”

	His military background greatly influenced his choice to serve himself, as both his grandfathers served in WWII: one in the army and the other in the navy.  His father also served as a naval officer in Vietnam.  He says their example has, “given me the motivation to pursue excellence in everything I do in my life.”  He plans to continue his education at the University of Connecticut and join the Air Force ROTC Program, with ambitions to study Science and Engineering to eventually become a pilot in the Air Force.



Newtown High School

Liaison:  LT Ted Lovely USAF

Matthew R. Carroll



	Matthew’s dreams to become a member of the military began at an early age, leading him to enlist in the Marine Corps.  As a student at Newtown High School, Matthew joined the wrestling team and the chess team, improving his physical and mental fitness.  He was involved in the school’s culinary work as a worker at Newtown High’s snack shack during sports games as well as catering sports banquets and parties.

	Matthew is the first in his family to become a Marine, but he is the not the first member of the military.  His grandfather served in the army during WWII, his uncles served in the National Guard, and his cousin is currently enlisted in the navy.  His motivation to become part of the military guided his decision to enter the wrestling team and keep his grades up throughout high school to ensure that he could enlist.  He leaves for basic training on August 20th to finally pursue his ambitions.





Norwalk High School Air Force JROTC

Liaison:  CDR James Botten, USNR

Justin T. Poruban

	Justin shows a successful balance of academics and extracurriculars with his well-rounded resume.  With a GPA of .367 and one of the top 25 in his graduating class, he managed to balance his grades with his many other activities.  He was a member of the Golf Team and Indoor Track team as a Shot Put competitor.  Additionally he took part in the Air Force JROTC Drill Team, the Spring Musical, and the National Honor Society.  He has won several awards for his endeavors, including Connecticut Association of Schools Scholar Leader Award and NHS Air Force JROTC Outstanding Cadet Award.

	Within the JROTC he acted as Corps Vice Commander for his sophomore and junior year, with a promotion to Corps Commander this year.  Along with these commitments he has participated in several events and organizations to benefit his military life in his community, including the Adopt-a-Platoon Donations Drive and City of Norwalk Veterans Day Service.

	He will follow his father’s lead and hopes to join the Connecticut Air National Guard after attending the University of Connecticut, majoring in Theatrical Lighting and Design.





Ridgefield High School

Liaison:  Lt Donald Boyle, USA

Kevin Ford



	Kevin’s grandfather, a Navy veteran of the Korean War, instilled much of his patriotism in his grandson.  His love for his country shows in his desire to succeed and represent himself as a true American.  His extensive resume boasts many extracurricular and service activities, as well as displaying his academic success with a GPA of 3.95.  He has won several awards for his achievements, including excellence in AP US History, AP Scholar with Honor, and National Merit Scholar.

	Along with his scholarship, Kevin was captain of his cross-country team and president of the Model United Nations Club for his senior year.  One of his more notable achievements is his founding of the charity Hiking for Humanity, which raises money to build libraries in developing nations.  The Appalachia Service Project, building homes in impoverished areas of Appalachia, offers him another outlet to act as a peer leader.  Kevin will attend Northwestern University with interest in History and International Studies.





Shelton High School

Liaison:  LtCol John Simonetti, USAF

Michael T. Rak



	Michael has shown proficiency in both his academic and extracurricular endeavors.  He has maintained a 92 average while at Shelton High School while playing lacrosse and attending classes at the Bridgeport Regional Aquaculture School, which focuses on marine life in Long Island Sound.  Additionally, he took part in the FIRST Robotics team as a member of the animation team, which qualified in a national competition.

	Outside of school, Michael was a Boy Scout and Venture Scout, and a member of the Civil Air Patrol in the Stratford Eagles squadron.  Michael will attend boot camp in the USMC and hopes to attend college classes while serving as a Marine.  He says, “By serving my country as a Marine, I am provided the experience and gift of giving back.  I hope to continue the life and preservation of these values to ensure future generations take pride in the United States the way I do.”





St. Joseph High School, Trumbull

Liaison:  LT Susan Monks, USNR

Matthew Gaynor



	Matthew’s desire to inform others about voting and getting involved in the democratic process has urged him to take action in his community.  He has participated in the Student Council, SJ Today, the school news network, and has worked as baseball team manager.  Within St. Joe’s, he brought the registrar of voters to the school to sign up 102 students to vote as well as organizing a trip to the State Capitol so students could interact with legislators.  Additionally, Matthew is the chairman of the Young Republicans of Milford and the Youth Coordinator, Opposition Researcher, and community outreach for the “Bob Joy for Mayor” campaign.  Along with these efforts, he was elected a member of the Milford Republican Town Committee and a delegate to the Republican State Convention.

	Both of Matthew’s grandfathers served in the Navy, and his cousin serves in the army.  Matthew will continue the family tradition of serving others by educating others on voting and government when he attends Central Connecticut State University in the Fall.



Stamford High School

Lt Donald Boyle, USA

Javier E. Ruano



	Javier’s passion for science has fueled his interest to succeed and get involved in his school and community.  Finding his niche in science classes encouraged him to become a part of other extracurricular activities and broaden his horizons.  In his resume, he quotes Johann Gottfried Von Herder, who states, “Without inspiration the best powers of the mind remain dormant.  There is a fuel in us which needs to be ignited with sparks.” Javier feels this defines his journey from unsure high school freshman to his current state as an avid participant in his community.

	His membership in BuildOn, Javier works on community service projects in soup kitchens, food drives, and other fundraisers.  Along with helping others, he plays tennis on the Staples varsity tennis team.  He will be the first in his family to attend college, enrolling in the University of Connecticut in the Fall, pursuing a major in Molecular and Cell Biology.





Staples High School, Westport

Liaison: CPT Al Belcher, USA

Peter H. Bonenfant



	Active in his school’s sports and musical programs, Peter balances many activities while maintaining his grades.  On the field, Peter was captain of his football team, while he also participated in his school symphonic orchestra as senior co-principal bassist.  For his efforts, he received the Col. John J. Bulger Scholarship Award from the Grid Iron Club.

	His seven-year commitment to St. Luke’s Church Youth Group shows his desire to serve his community, along with the three mission trips and many other service projects he took part in with his peers.  His membership in clubs such as Safe Rides, dedicated to ensuring safety on the road, and in Sons of the American Legion are just some of the points on his resume.

	Peter’s family holds several military ties, as his father served in the Coast Guard and his uncles in the Marines including during Vietnam.  He will attend Catholic University on a three-year ROTC Scholarship.





Stratford High School

Liaison:  LT Susan Monks, USNR

Timothy Goetz



	Timothy,born at Camp Lejeune Naval Hospital,  has lived with the military as part of his life since birth.  Citing eight family members in various branches of the armed forces, Timothy has grown up with a strong patriotism and devotion to serving others.  Tim is the first Stratford High School student to receive the Young American Award.

At Stratford High School, Timothy played the trumpet, participated in the Boy Scouts, and in his church youth group.  He is working toward achieving the status of Eagle Scout and is a Senior Patrol leader of Troop 71.

	Timothy made his oath of enlistment  in the Marine Corps (DEP) for active duty on October 5, 2012.  He will ship out to Paris Island, SC on September 4th for basic training.











Trinity Catholic High School

Liaison:  CAPT Drew Bisset, USN

Sean Nulty



	Sean has kept a busy agenda in his community while achieving academic excellence, ranking fourth in his class.  A National Honor Society member and recipient of the Regis College Award for Leadership, Sean participates in the Boy Scouts of America, the Eagle Scouts, and the Venture Crew among other organizations.  His work in his community also made an impact, such as with his help with St. Luke’s LifeWorks efforts benefitting the Stamford Historical Society.  Additionally, Sean served as Assistant Librarian of the National Honor Society, Senior Patrol Leader of his Boy Scout Troop 9, and Vice President of Crew.  As leader of troop he led several service projects include donating soccer balls and supplies to soldiers in Afghanistan, 

	Sean’s grandfathers, two uncles, and a cousin all belong in the military, fueling his interest in government and politics.  He plans to attend George Washington University and major in economics, with a minor in history.





Trumbull High School

Liaison:  CDR James Botten, USNR

Meredith M. Ramsey

	Meredith boasts an impressive resume of service and dedication to her community.  At Trumbull High School, she maintained a 4.3 GPA and participated in the National Honor Society and Student Council.  Her passion for history and the study of the United States Constitution developed further during her work with the We the People program, which hosts competitions on students’ knowledge of the Constitution.  Her group won best in the Northeast for their endeavors.  Her love of history also led her to volunteer at the Trumbull Historical Society and take part in the exhibits, such as one honoring Civil War soldiers from Trumbull and the greater Connecticut area.

	Meredith is a gifted violinist and has won awards for her talent in her sophomore and junior years of high school.  Aside from teaching and playing the violin, she is the leader of her school’s Interact Club, which strives to perform community service, and has benefitted such causes as the Yale Pediatric Intensive Care Unit.  Her devotion to serving others is clear in her actions and desire to serve her country.  She follows her father and grandfather, who served in the air force and infantry respectively.  She plans to attend the University of Connecticut and pursue a career in either teaching or law.



Westhill High School, Stamford

Army JROTC

Liaison:  COL Todd Knoebel

Christina Sanon



                From the time that we enter kindergarten to the time we graduate from high school, there is one question that people never fail to ask: “What do you want to be when you grow up?” For as long as Christina can remember, her answer to this question has always been the same; “When I grow up, I want to be a Civil Engineer.” 

                 As a result, she has always worked hard to achieve her  goals. In school, she ranks 17 out of 519, placing her in the top 5% of my graduating class. She is a member of both the National Honor Society as well as the French Language National Honor Society. She was the recipient of the JROTC Superior Cadet medal her  freshman year of high school. As a Senior, she served as a JROTC unit Battalion Commander and JLAB captain. Outside of JROTC, she was a math tutor for her school's success program. She is  a proud member of the JSA organization (Junior State of America) and a junior volunteer at the Stamford Hospital and Tully Health Center. In the fall, she will be attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute as a Civil Engineering major.





Westhill High School, Stamford

Liaison: COL Todd Knoebel

Skyler B. Ross



	Class valedictorian, volunteer, and thespian are a few titles to describe Skyler Ross.  His impressive academic and extracurricular record show his dedication to his studies as well as his community.  Editor-in-chief of his school paper The Westword, captain of the debate team, member of the National Honor Society, Drama Club, and Spanish National Honor Society to name a few, Skyler keeps busy with his commitments.  He has won several awards for his efforts, such as the 2011 Connecticut Newspaper Association’s High School Journalism Award for Best Editorial.

	Through Westhill, Skyler belongs to Interact, the school’s community service club.  Outside of school, he volunteers at the Friendship Circle, an organization devoted to befriending children with special needs as well.

	Both of his grandfathers were a part of the army during the Korean War, and he will follow their patriotism as a student at Georgetown University as a Government major.







Wilton High School

Liaison: CAPT William Glass, USNR

Jeffrey D. Tamuchi



	JD’s dedication to excellence shows in his resume, boasting academic strength and extracurriculars.  He maintained a 3.75 GPA while competing on the Varsity Cross-Country, Indoor, and Outdoor Track teams and participating in six theater productions.  His early interest and involvement in the Wilton choir led him to stage manager He has received membership into the National Honor Society and Wilton’s The Ultimate Warrior Award for his efforts.

	As president of the Our Lady of Fatima Youth Group and member for seven years, he has led and taken part in numerous volunteer efforts, including two mission trips and Mackenzie TREC run.

	JD cites his cousin, a Warrant Officer in the Special Forces ODA as inspiration to join the military, and he will pursue this aspiration at the University of Connecticut as a participant of the Air Force ROTC to hopefully become a Combat Rescue Officer.
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